Session 3: Understanding Covetousness/Q & A on Stewardship
Introduction to Covetousness:
· Beware! (Luke 12:15)
· We must choose whom we will serve (Matt. 6:19-21, 24)

· We will look at (1) Definitions, (2) Seriousness, (3) Fruits, (4) Solutions

Definitions:
· To long for, lust after, desire
· A desire to have more; to have what belongs to others; greed

· Love of money

Seriousness:
· It is idolatry! (Col. 3:5; Matt. 6:24)
· Note the sins it is grouped with in Col. 3:1-5; Eph. 5:1-5; Mark 7:14-23; Rom. 1:18,25-32

· Root of all kinds of evil (I Tim. 6:9-11)

Fruits:

· Theft (Josh. 7:21; Mal. 3:8-10)
· Cheating, taxes

· Dishonesty (II Kings 5:20-27; Acts 5:1ff)

· Sales

· Failure to give; giving from obligation (Lk. 12:13-21; I Jn. 3:17; II Cor. 9:5)

· Windfall

· Betrayal (Mt. 26:14-15; II Pet. 2:1-3)

· Failure to speak up on the job
Solutions:
· Practice giving! (II Cor. 9:6-15; Prov. 11:24-26)
· Firstfruits to the Lord (Prov. 3:9-10)

· Help others (Eph. 6:10)

· WARNING – Ananias and Sapphira

· Remember who we serve (Matt. 6:24,33)

Stewardship - Some Thoughts on a Plan:
· Regular meetings

· Stop borrowing money!

· Live on less than you make; live on one income; don’t compete (whose house?)
· “Baby” emergency fund

· Cash flow plan (examples of forms)

· Control mechanism (e.g., envelopes)
· Debt snowball

· Designated savings plans (retirement; college; house; car; fun, etc.)
· Evaluate progress

Discussion/Q&A:

· ???
