Session 4:  Diligent Stewardship/Discussion
Importance of Diligent Effort:
· Diligence (Prov. 27:23-27; Prov. 24:27; Eccl. 11:6; Eccl. 9:10)
· Laziness (Prov. 10:4-5; Prov. 24:30-34)
· Frivolity (Prov. 28:19; Prov. 14:23; Prov. 21:17)
Adjusting Our Attitudes:

· “Order your life so you are usable to the Lord”
· Gratitude
· Have you prospered?  Then GIVE.
· Learn to sacrifice; learn to wait; avoid impulse buying
· Paul’s example of contentment (Phil. 4:11-13)
· “Redeem the time” (Eph. 5:15-16)
· WORK! (Col. 3:22-24)
· Practice punctuality; get some sleep!
Financial Planning:
· Develop a plan

· Stress reduction

· Start implementing your plan NOW (Erin and Louise)

· Start an emergency fund NOW

· Learn to live on one income (increases savings; reduces risk)
Maintaining Control:
· Watch the big expenses (esp. houses and cars)

· Watch the “little” expenses (e.g., lunches, coffee)

· Watch the “easy monthly payments”

· Avoid debt (e.g., minimize use of student loans)
Stewardship - Some Thoughts on a Plan:
· Regular meetings

· Stop borrowing money!

· Live on less than you make; live on one income

· “Baby” emergency fund

· Cash flow plan (examples of forms)

· Control mechanism (e.g., envelopes)
· Debt snowball

· Designated savings plans (retirement; college; house; car; fun, etc.)
· Evaluate progress

Discussion/Q&A:

· ???
